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Whether it’s coordinating a parish picnic, 
hosting a Pancake Breakfast, sponsoring 

a Tootsie Roll Drive, or collecting supplies for 
those in need, the Fox Valley South Knights of 
Columbus Council 13436 continuously works to 
spread the love, joy and compassion of Jesus 
Christ to our parish and community members.

“Our founder, Fr. Michael McGivney, really 
created the Knights of Columbus because he 
wanted to make sure that every family was 
taken care of in the community — particularly 
the widows and those in need,” says Grand 
Knight Nick Cinfio. “So being part of the 
Knights of Columbus means becoming part of a 
concrete way to help out the community. This 
might mean offering a scholarship, advocating 
for the unborn or hosting a fellowship event 
at the parish. All of these things are done in 
a time when aid and community building are 
desperately needed by our society.”

It was this spirit of service that first attracted Nick to the fraternal 
organization after years of taking a break from the volunteer scene.
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Knights helping to escort our Eucharistic Lord 
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If you would like more information about the Knights of Columbus, 
contact Nick Cinfio at 630-918-4541 or niccin@icloud.com. 

“It seems like it doesn’t matter what community 
you belong to, you’ll find that 10 percent of the people 
do 90 percent of the work, whether it’s coaching 
soccer or little league baseball or volunteering at 
church,” Nick says. “I had always been a part of the 
community, coaching sports for my kids and being a 
part of Cub and Boy Scouts. After a bunch of years 
of doing all of that, I was feeling kind of fried so I 
took a little break. Then as my kids moved on to high 
school and college, I started having that itch to get 
involved again. I just had this desire to begin doing 
God’s work. I figured I’d had plenty of time to be 
selfish for myself and now it was time to think about 
what I could do for others.”

As these stirrings were occurring in his heart, Nick 
received an invitation from a fellow parishioner to join 
the Knights of Columbus. Not really knowing much 
about the organization at that time, Nick decided to 
look into it and quickly fell in love with the ministry’s 
mission. It’s a fraternal organization founded on the 
principles of charity, unity, and fraternity. Its purpose 
is to equip Catholic laymen such as Nick to make a 
lasting difference in their Church, community and 
the world. In the process, Knights are supported by 
a brotherhood that challenges them to go deeper 
into the spiritual journey and supports them during 
life’s inevitable struggles. It’s this element of spiritual 

fraternity that makes the organization so rewarding 
for its members, drawing men and their families more 
deeply into the life of the Church.

“I think my children witness my actions,” Nick 
says. “Therefore, they are starting to show signs of 
involvement at a young age — in their mid to late 20s 
— and becoming involved in their communities. To me, 
that would be the ultimate blessing — that I show my 
children how it should be.”

Council 13436 is open to any male parishioner age 
18 or older. Meetings take place on the second Tuesday 
of the month at 7:15 p.m. in the parish community 
center. Working together, council members have been 
able to raise $50,000 through the Tootsie Roll Drive 
for the benefit of the Open Door Rehabilitation Center 
in Sandwich, and have helped purchase an ultrasound 
machine for a local crisis pregnancy center. In these 
ways, members of the Knights of Columbus can 
leave their comfort zones, making lasting changes in 
their own lives, that of their families, and the wider 
community.

“Be not afraid,” Nick says. “Our community is 
filled with people who are in the upper room and are 
afraid to go out and do what we are meant to do as 
Christians — to go out and love one another through 
gifts of charity. Be courageous and become part of 
something bigger than yourself.”

The Knights of  Columbus  continued from front cover

“Be not afraid. Our community is filled with people who are in the 
upper room and are afraid to go out and do what we are meant to do as 
Christians — to go out and love one another through gifts of charity. Be 

courageous and become part of something bigger than yourself.” 
— NICK CINFIO, GRAND KNIGHT

mailto:niccin@icloud.com
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You already know that our 
parish is committed to living as 

intentional disciples of Christ through 
the practice of stewardship. What 
you may not know is that one of our 
inspirations and mentors is the late 
Msgr. Thomas McGread of the Diocese 
of Wichita.

Who was Msgr. McGread?
Msgr. McGread was a humble, 

servant priest who created a model 
for how stewardship should be 
practiced — both here and in many Catholic parishes 
across the country. What began simply with Msgr. 
McGread applying his stewardship principles at St. 
Francis of Assisi Parish in Wichita — where he served 
as pastor for 31 years — has become a way of life 
for our parish family and for Catholics around the 
nation.

With such an incredible blueprint from this 
visionary priest, how could we go wrong?

We have truly embraced stewardship here at 
St. John the Baptist, and for that, I am blessed and 
grateful. From the beginning, however, the question 
“What’s in it for us?” “What are the advantages of 
a life of stewardship to our parish?” had to be on 
our minds as our efforts to educate parishioners and 
promote the stewardship way of life were introduced. 

At first, “What’s in it for us?” seemed to center 
on what people were willing to do to give back to 
God as part of practicing their faith and living as 
disciples of Jesus Christ.

While this is important, there is so much more to it.
The truth is, “What’s in it for us?” is really about 

“What’s in it for each of you?” “What will you get 
out of it?” “How will living a life of stewardship 
benefit you personally?”

“What’s in it for you?” perhaps is 
best explained as one simple principle 
— cultivating a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ.

When Christ calls us to 
discipleship, He is also calling us 
to be faithful stewards of our time, 
talent and treasure. Our gratitude for 
these gifts is best expressed through 
giving a portion of each back to God. 
Thus, stewardship becomes a way of 
life that is also the way to holiness. 

Our relationship with Christ is what we get in return.
Our efforts as a parish to promote the spiritual 

benefits of active stewardship are designed to 
foster a deeper relationship with God for all of us. 
Membership in a parish family should encourage, 
support, and celebrate that relationship with the 
living God, first and foremost. Everything else flows 
from that.

If we have embraced the blessings of stewardship 
as a practical way of being the disciples we are called 
to be, we will in turn know a deeper relationship 
with Christ.

We celebrate Thanksgiving this month, which 
truly is a stewardship holiday since stewardship 
begins with an attitude of gratitude. I am truly 
thankful for all that is done here at St. John the 
Baptist, and for the many parishioners willing to do 
so much.

Happy Thanksgiving, and may God bless you and 
your family.

In Christ,

Fr. Butler, Pastor

“What’s in it For Us” May Surprise You
A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,
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Longtime Parishioner Joe Dillett Leaves  Our Parish an Extraordinary Farewell Gift

It is not uncommon for parishioners who are 
moving from the area to leave a small token 

of appreciation to the parish they have come 
to know and love — perhaps a handwritten card 
thanking the pastor for his dedication, or a few 
extra dollars in the offertory. As Joe Dillett says 
farewell to our parish after 51 years at St. John 
the Baptist, his gift to us is something much more 
meaningful and enduring. This past summer, Joe 
carved a beautiful marble statue of the Blessed 
Mother and infant Jesus for our Columbarium.

The idea for the statue came when Joe, who 
works with wood carving and stone carving, was 
restoring the marble crucifixion monument in our 
cemetery last fall. Realizing that there was no 
statue of Mary at the west end of the cemetery, 
Joe and Fr. Butler began discussing the possibility 
of installing one in the Columbarium.

While marble is not traditionally used for 
outdoor monuments due to its tendency to 
erode over time, new technologies in sealants 
now extend the life of marble indefinitely. And 
for Joe, white marble was the obvious choice of 
material for this new statue. 

“The Blessed Mother should be a pure white,” 
he says. “Marble is the purest white material that 
is available. It is a semiprecious stone, so I tried to 
make it worthy of the Blessed Mother. The piece 
of marble used for the statue is so pure white, 
with just a hint of marking on the back lower left 
side. The guy I ordered it from was very excited 
to find such a pure white piece.”

Joe spent three months carving the 
1,300-pound block of marble into the final statue, 
which stands 48 inches tall and weighs 950 pounds. 
Titled “Flight into Egypt,” the statue is placed on 
the top of the Columbarium, looking out over the 
graves of the unborn babies lost to miscarriage. 
Joe hopes that the statue — which depicts Mary 
cradling the infant Jesus’ head in both hands —

Joe Dillett carved the “Flight into Egypt” statue of  the Blessed Mother 
and Jesus for our Columbarium.
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serves as a reminder of the Blessed Mother’s loving 
protection as well as a plea to the Holy Innocents to 
pray for an end to abortion.

The carving of the statue was a true labor of love 
for Joe, who has always had a special devotion to the 
Blessed Mother. 

“I was raised in a strong Catholic family, and we 
would kneel to say the Rosary, all seven of us kids 
and any friends who were over,” Joe says. “Catholic or 
not, all my childhood friends knew that at that time, 
we would all kneel and pray the Rosary! The Blessed 
Mother requested of us to pray the Rosary and told us 
it was a very powerful prayer. I make about 90 rosaries 
a month, tied out of cord. My sister helps with a prison 
ministry in California, so I send her some, and I just 
gave Fr. Butler 300 rosaries a while ago. Our parish has 
been sending a lot of them to South America.”

Joe and his wife, Sharon, have recently moved to 
Genoa, where they are just two blocks away from their 
great-grandchildren, and now attend St. Catherine of 
Genoa. Joe has moved his studio to his son’s horse 
barn and shares the space with his artistic pastor, 
Fr. Francis. After more than 50 years at St. John the 
Baptist, the Dilletts will always have a special place 
in their hearts for our parish. They look forward to 
visiting often, and Joe hopes that his divinely inspired 
carving will continue to inspire the parishioners of St. 
John the Baptist for generations to come.

“When I’m carving for churches, I always pray to 
the Blessed Mother to be an extension of my hand and 

to guide me,” Joe says. “And St. Joseph is my patron 
saint and master teacher, so it is all wrapped in the 
Holy Family. I look at what came out of that marble 
and know that I’m not that good, so it must be the 
help of the Blessed Mother along the way! I hope the 
statue will be a tool that the Blessed Mother uses to 
soften hearts and draw souls to her Beloved Son.”

All of us at St. John the Baptist extend our warmest 
thanks to Joe for the beautiful work he did on our 
Blessed Mother statue, and wish him and Sharon many 
blessings to come in their new parish!
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Longtime Parishioner Joe Dillett Leaves  Our Parish an Extraordinary Farewell Gift

“When I’m carving for churches, I always pray to the Blessed Mother to be 
an extension of my hand and to guide me. And St. Joseph is my patron saint 
and master teacher, so it is all wrapped in the Holy Family. I look at what 
came out of that marble and know that I’m not that good, so it must be the 

help of the Blessed Mother along the way! I hope the statue will be a tool that 
the Blessed Mother uses to soften hearts and draw souls to her Beloved Son.” 

— JOE DILLETT

The “Flight into Egypt” statue was carved from a 1,300-pound block of  
pure white marble.
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Living Out Gratitude and Stewardship, 

During Thanksgiving and Beyond
Every November, as the holiday season fast 

approaches, we are filled with a deep sense of 
sentimentality and gratefulness for all of our blessings. 
At the same time, we encounter many wonderful ways 
to give — to cheerfully share our own gifts — during 
this time of Thanksgiving.

It is with this spirit of gratitude that we can truly 
live out the stewardship way of life. This Thanksgiving, 
there are plenty of opportunities to do this in a direct 
way. Is there a family member or friend you haven’t 
spoken to for a long time, or someone who might 
be spending the holiday alone? Drop them an email, 
pick up the phone and call, or even catch up with 
them via Zoom or FaceTime — even virtually, such 
connections at this time are essential! Perhaps you 
may volunteer at a soup kitchen, or you might donate 
a Thanksgiving meal to a family in need who wouldn’t 
have one otherwise. 

For Black Friday, make it a point the next day to 
donate old clothes that you or your family members no 
longer need. And as the winter draws closer, you might 

participate in — or even organize — a coat drive, and 
then go out into the community to give the coats away 
to homeless shelters and those in need during the 
winter months. There are countless such opportunities 
to live in gratitude and thanksgiving — opportunities 
that go beyond just having a meal at home. 

Of course, we must remember that this spirit of 
thanksgiving does not end after Thanksgiving, nor 
does it end following Advent and Christmas. We must 
always consider how to give, even as the glow of the 
holiday season fades after the New Year. In January, 
if there is abundance in your closet, give away from 
that abundance. In February, if there are volunteers 
needed at the soup kitchen, give of your time. We 
need a renewed spirit of stewardship and thanksgiving 
that lasts the whole year so that our giving becomes 
habitual, and not just seasonal.

This Thanksgiving, ask the Holy Spirit where He is 
calling you to give. And may the joy of the Thanksgiving 
season flow into our lives as good stewards, every day 
and throughout the entire year.

Of  course, we must remember that this spirit of  thanksgiving does not end after 
Thanksgiving, nor does it end following Advent and Christmas. We must always 
consider how to give, even as the glow of  the holiday season fades after the New 

Year. In January, if  there is abundance in your closet, give away from that 
abundance. In February, if  there are volunteers needed at the soup kitchen, give of  
your time. We need a renewed spirit of  stewardship and thanksgiving that lasts the 

whole year so that our giving becomes habitual, and not just seasonal.
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Remember high school? Whether it brings back 
some of your best memories or your worst, most 

of us can agree that these years can be a confusing and 
overwhelming stage of life. Through YDisciple here 
at St. John the Baptist, we hope to walk alongside 
our young people during this stage of their journey, 
teaching them about our faith and empowering them 
to live a life of mature Christian discipleship.

“I have a YDisciple shirt and it says, ‘It’s not 
a program, it’s an apprenticeship in the Christian 
life,’” says Religious Education Administrative 
Assistant Lisa Short, who serves as an adult mentor 
for a YDisciple small group. “Teens go through so 
much during high school — we’re there to help guide 
them and walk them through those situations, and 
help them feel that they belong.”

Designed for students in ninth through 12th 
grades, most of those who participate in YDisciple 
have received the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
although some young people join YDisciple while 
still preparing to be confirmed. The ministry — which 

follows a single-gender, small-group format — meets 
weekly to build friendships, watch and discuss a 
video, address topics relevant to living the faith as 
a young person, and commit to putting formation 
into action. Youth learn about topics such as “Who is 
God?” “Why does the Church matter?” “What is the 
beauty of the Church’s teaching on sexuality?” “How 
to discern your vocation,” and more. 

“The videos are so relevant and they’re really 
well done,” Lisa says.

One of the most valuable aspects of YDisciple 
is that it provides an opportunity for young people 
to get to know other teenagers striving to live their 
faith. In a world where it’s not always popular to be 
Christian or Catholic, the support and encouragement 
they receive from like-minded peers is invaluable.

“They can see that they are not alone in their 
faith,” Lisa says. “It becomes like a family. Everyone 
holds each other accountable and it’s a safe place 
for everyone to talk openly and honestly, without 
judgment.”
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Helps Our Youth Navigate 
the Journey of  Faith and LifeYDISCIPLE

continued on back cover

In 2019, the girls YDisciple small group attended the
Steubenville Youth Conference together. 

YDisciple is an opportunity for high school-age youth to gather in a small-
group setting to learn more about their faith and build friendships with other 

Catholic young people and adult mentors. 
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Not only do the teens who participate in 
YDisciple get to meet other faithful young people, 
but they also have the opportunity to get to know 
and be mentored by Catholic adults who model a 
life of discipleship and provide insight to bringing 
faith into everyday life.

“Not only do teens need their parents, but they 
also need other adult role models to walk with them 
through those tough years,” Lisa says. “Having role 
models helps them learn their faith and stick with it. 

“That’s ultimately our goal — to let them know 
what the Church teaches and why they teach it, so 
that in the end they don’t become another statistic 
of youth leaving the Church,” she adds. 

As a mentor, Lisa has found that her own faith 
has grown and deepened through the process of 

working with the young women in her YDisciple 
small group. 

“My knowledge of the faith has grown,” she says. 
“It’s helped all the mentors in living our faith.” 

She also witnesses the youth becoming more 
active in the life of the parish through service. 

“A lot of our group members are very involved in 
the parish,” she says. “They’re altar servers, they’re 
lectors, a couple are catechists to younger grades.”

Lisa encourages all high school students to 
consider joining a YDisciple small group.

“I think any teen would benefit from YDisciple, whether 
from the teaching or even just being in a group where you 
feel like you belong, in a safe place,” she says. “You’re 
never done learning and you’re always going to be put into 
new situations. We’re here to help you walk through them.”

If you would like more information on our YDisciple Ministry, or if you’re 
interested in serving as an adult mentor, please contact the Religious Education 

office at 815-498-2627 or YDisciple@stjbsom.org. 

http://www.stjbsom.org
mailto:YDisciple@stjbsom.org

